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WHO/ WHAT ARE PEACEMAKERS?
[bookmark: _GoBack]SERMON ON THE MOUNT 4


Please turn in your Bibles to Matthew 5.


We are now at the last group of three, of what we refer to as the beatitudes. However, this is just the beginning of this “manifesto” that Jesus is delivering. We have seen that Jesus chooses to work through those who have no power, resources or status. He is choosing to work through those that no one else wants. If you will, Jesus is the coach of the Bad News Bears. Among the others in the crowd, He is speaking to those who lack, who are mourners, seeing the state of the world around them – those who are meek. And let’s not forget that these aren’t just character traits but are also symbols of status – or the lack thereof. 

The second three beatitudes seem to be a little more on the positive side, though Jesus continues building on the theme of lacking when he speaks of those who thirst and hunger for righteousness’ sake. But He then moves to the merciful and the pure in heart. All of these Jesus sees as living the good life. These people are “ashrey”, that is living in a state of blessing. And why is this? It is because they will see the kingdom of Heaven. They will inherit the promises of God. And because of the status they have yet to acquire, they are seen as living the good life. And they are to live this life, in this way. 

All this brings us to the third group of three beatitudes. Let’s read over all these once again. 


Matt. 5:1   Seeing the crowds, ohe went up on the mountain, and when he psat down, his disciples came to him.

Matt. 5:2   And qhe opened his mouth and taught them, saying:

Matt. 5:3   r“Blessed are sthe poor in spirit, for utheirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Matt. 5:4   “Blessed are vthose who mourn, for they shall be comforted.

Matt. 5:5   “Blessed are the wmeek, for they wshall inherit the earth.

Matt. 5:6   “Blessed are those who hunger and xthirst yfor righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.

Matt. 5:7   “Blessed are zthe merciful, for they shall receive mercy.

Matt. 5:8   “Blessed are athe pure in heart, for bthey shall see God.

Matt. 5:9   “Blessed are cthe peacemakers, for dthey shall be called esons1 of God.

Matt. 5:10   f“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for utheirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Matt. 5:11   g“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely hon my account. 12 iRejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for jso they persecuted the prophets who were before you.


In this last section of what is something of a manifesto Jesus speaks of those who are peacemakers as being the ones who are living the good life. They will be the ones who are given the status of being “sons (and daughters) of God. This phrase has significant OT connotations and is a hyperlink, (Explain).

Peace makers are those who are living the good life. Why? Because they will attain the status of “sons of God.” 

Thus far, everything Jesus has said seems to be great. Those who have no resources or status will get. No downside. Those who mourn will be comforted. Those who lack will have. Jesus, building upon these six categories then launches into those who are peacemakers saying that they will be sons of God. Still, no downside, right? But what does it mean to be a peacemaker? How would His audience have heard this? 

It is at this point that we need to look at the context, the water in which everyone in that day, including Jesus is swimming. 

Jesus is moving about in a time and place of military occupation. It was nearly 100 years prior, within living memory of some of Jesus’ hearers that the Romans began to occupy the land of Israel. Those who had land that was to be handed down from generation to generation had it taken from them. It was then given, for the most part, to Roman citizens. Those Jews who still had land worked it for a pittance. They were heavily taxed and most of what they grew was then taken to feed the empire. If they got out of line, they were quickly put back into line by the Roman authorities. Rome was noted for the Pax Romana – that is, the peace of Rome. And in many ways, it was peaceful. The empire was organized and ran much of the time as a well-oiled machine. Yes, there were uprisings from time to time, but Rome had the troops to quickly quell any of these. As the Romans saw it, they brought peace, stability and civilization to all those they conquered. They saw themselves as peacemakers. But did the Jews see them this way? And how does the Roman idea of peacemaking stack up to that of Jesus?

 The Jews were no strangers to be conquered and exiled. This had been a part their history for centuries. But how did they deal with it? The answer is that they dealt with it according to their worldview. And this varied from person to person. They weren’t monolithic. The occupation of Israel by the Romans had fractured the Jewish culture. Now, there had different sects for some time. We are all familiar with the Sadducees and Pharisees. They had been around for some time, coming about after the exile of the kingdom of Judah to Babylon, (explain). But the Romans had caused these groups to diverge more and more – at least when it came to politics and how they would deal with their newly found situation. There are four main groups we will look at today. And the question then becomes, as Jesus is speaking about those who are to be peace makers, how will they hear His words? They all want what they call peace. But how will they hear Jesus’ words, and will they react to what Jesus is calling peace and those who are to make it. Will they go along with the manifesto in how peace is to be made? The first of the four groups are the Sadducees. 

· Sadducees – Only hold the Torah to be canon; don’t hold to the oral tradition of the Pharisees; wealthy, own land; run the temple mount; have a greater status than other Jews; Are in bed with the Romans in order to maintain their status; are the ivory tower guys of the religious community; generally don’t get along with the Pharisees; are not nearly as conservative as the Pharisees, religiously speaking. They are willing to go along to get along with the Romans in order to maintain their status quo. They accuse Jesus of disrupting the peace, (at His trial). They are ok with killing Him in order to keep that peace.

· Pharisees – Love Torah and love teaching Torah; believe all books of the OT are inspired. Much more conservative, have a different hermeneutic than the Sadducees. They are more like local pastors – boots on the ground, working in and among the people, as opposed to the Sadducees who are more likely to be in the ivory tower and administrating the temple complex. They strongly believe in oral tradition; They teach some good things, but are somewhat hypocritical, focusing on the smaller things and missing the spirit of Torah. Not all Pharisees were against Jesus. Nicodemus was a Pharisee. Jesus was more closely aligned with the Pharisees than any other group of which we know. 


· Essenes – Separatists living somewhere in the area NW of the Dead Sea around Qumran – we get the Dead Sea scrolls from them. They were a very strict group who believed the temple, (Sadducees and Pharisees) were corrupt compromisers. Their answer to all this was to withdraw from society, practice their faith in isolation and pray for the return of the Messiah. They lived in peace and thought of themselves as living the good life. How does this square with what Jesus said about being peacemakers? 

· Zealots – militant faction who didn’t agree with anyone else.  (Simon the Zealot, Judas Iscariot). They had no problem going to war in order to make peace. (Short term violence for a long-term peace). Maccabean War, beating Antiochus Epiphanes, who desecrated the temple. They win and cleanse the temple, restoring Jewish worship at the temple. In their minds, they were making peace. 

These are just four of the many groups around at the time, but these are the ones about which we have the most information, with all but the Essenes being mentioned in the NT.  They all move and work in and around each other. They all have their agreements and their disagreements. How would/ did they react to the message of Jesus? 

Knowing about these groups can show us how someone from any one of these groups could “hear” what Jesus is saying about making peace. Jesus’ words would have been filtered through each one’s lens of ideology. Jesus’ words upset all of these groups at some point. Though the Pharisees get the most mentions of all these groups in the Gospels, Jesus was actually more closely aligned with them than any of the others. They were the most conservative. The Sadducees were more liberal in their view of scripture. They disagreed with the Pharisees in many respects. And while the Pharisees loved Torah and the teaching of it, they weren’t so good at actually living it. These two groups only seem to come together when they are both dog piling on Jesus – or when the peace, as they see it, is being upset. The Zealots were probably looking at Jesus and liked some of what they heard. After all, if He was the Messiah, then they wanted to be on His side. But Jesus didn’t have an army, as they defined it, and they would eventually choose Barabbas over Jesus. The Essenes didn’t want anything to do with Jerusalem or the corruption within it, whether it was from the Romans or the Jews. But they all wanted to live in peace, as their theology and worldview defined it. So, how will they react to what Jesus is saying? How do their lives stack up to what Jesus is saying about being peacemakers? 

At this point we need to ask, “what is a peacemaker as Jesus defines it?” 


Greek - 1518. εἰρηνοποιός eirenopoios, i-ray-nop-oy-os´; from 1518 and 4160;

As we get further along in the Sermon on the Mount, and if we are building our theology according to pattern, we will see that a peacemaker is:

Peacemaker – seeking right relationships with our neighbors and our enemies; brokering peace between disharmonious factions.

What does it mean to be a peacemaker? Is this merely to “keep” the peace? Is it to avoid conflict? Does it mean to withdraw from society? Does it mean that we are to “make” peace no matter what the method? Is this just mainly between individuals or does it have a much wider scope? 



According to Jesus, we see that those who are peacemakers are active. They have to engage the culture and broker peace. They are to bring opposing factions together. The biblical idea of peace is not the absence of conflict, but the presence of harmony. How do we do that? Well, we will have to continue reading the Gospels. 

It won’t be easy. We can’t fall into the trap of thinking as Job’s church buddies did, that living the good life in accordance with God will bring about a rose garden, (do good – get good). This takes us back to what Jesus says about those who are peacemakers. 


Matt. 5:9   “Blessed are cthe peacemakers, for dthey shall be called esons1 of God.

Matt. 5:10   f“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for utheirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Matt. 5:11   g“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely hon my account. 12 iRejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for jso they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

This is the “downside” of following Jesus. Up until this point, there was no “downside”. All was groovy. But now Jesus tells those within earshot that there will be a price to pay for being in the kingdom and living the good life. 

It will bring difficulty. Not just, “do good – get good” as Jonah’s buddies constantly stated. 


We have to get in there and do it. It doesn’t happen naturally. (2nd Law of thermodynamics).

People will get upset with you. They will say things that hurt your feelings. 

Once again, Biblical peace is not the absence of conflict, it is the presence of harmony, which is an active state that has to be worked toward. 

Jesus goes on to say that people will not like you for making peace in the way He states. And this brings us back to the context of the day. The Sadducees want to maintain the status quo. They may not like the Romans, but as far as they are concerned, they’re living their best life now. Later, in Jesus’ trial, they will accuse Jesus of breaking the peace. The Pharisees believe that peace will come by knuckling down on Torah and maintaining a close adherence to oral tradition. They too, will accuse Jesus of breaking the peace. The Essenes disagree with both of these groups and have withdrawn to live their little bubble of peace. And the Zealots will kill anyone who gets in their way in order to make peace as they see it. The point is that though they all, (including the Romans) say they want peace, they don’t want it the way Jesus is saying they should come by it.

Up until verse 11, Jesus refers to people in the third person. Now, He shifts to y’all. He is letting them know that though this is the right path, it will be a hard row to hoe. It won’t be a rose garden. People will dislike you and say all manner of things about and against you for living this way; for brokering peace in this manner. 

· Why people dislike you. For good reasons or the right reasons. Just because you are disliked doesn’t mean you are walking with Jesus or have the right motives. People will oppose you. And it is often from within the camp – people who are or should be on your side. 

What we are to take from all this is that we can’t minimize our roles as peacemakers to just “keeping the peace” at all costs. We can’t minimize our roles as peacemakers to just going along to get along. We can’t just see our roles as mitigating between close relationships. Remember, Jesus is saying all this while living in an occupied military zone. Therefore, there is a much bigger scope to all this. Going back to the whole story, starting in Genesis, the scope is that of the dominion mandate going out to the whole world in order to bring all the land and all the people into an Edenic state. Therefore, what Jesus is saying is much bigger than just interpersonal relationships and keeping peace in the family. We can’t be Sadducees, going along to get along in order to keep our comfortable lifestyles. We can’t be the Pharisees who misinterpret the Torah and focusing only on ourselves. We can’t be the Essenes, disengaging from society and drama in order to make our own little peaceable worlds. And we sure can’t be like the Zealots who are willing to kill everyone who gets in our way in order to establish peace as we see it. 

Jesus made peace by living a life of self-sacrificial love. He didn’t come in with a political policy. He came in with a way of life that is to be led by each individual – a grass roots effort to change the world one soul at a time, with a lifestyle that reflected the character of God. And that is an active lifestyle. It is one that calls for engagement in the culture. It calls for engagement in the lives of others. It calls for getting dirty in order to bring about peace in a non-violent, non-cooperative way, as far as Rome was concerned. As we shall see, it calls for God’s people to be the best people, the best citizens and the best neighbors. 

And once again, it calls for faith and patience as sacred space is taken back one soul at a time through a patient, engaged life. 

Let us be peacemakers in the way of Jesus. That will require wisdom. And that means we will have to continue to read what Jesus says and what Jesus does. We are only in the introduction of this manifesto of how God’s people are to live. Let’s finish the book and finish the race. 
